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DRAFT    Minutes of the Bintree Parish Council  meeting held on Thursday 22nd October  2026 at 7.00 p.m. in The Parish Church, Bintree.   
Councillors Present:-          Cllr C Bone,  Cllr J Bayley and Cllr L Hollings

Other Members Present: -   1 Elector and Mrs G Hubbard, Clerk

1.	To elect a new Chairman of the Parish Council for the remainder of the year.
Cllr Hollings proposed Cllr Bone for the position of Chairman, seconded by Cllr Bayley and carried.

2.	Clerk to receive signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office from the new elected Chairman
The Clerk received the signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office from Cllr Bone.

3.	Welcome by the Chairman and to consider accepting apologies for absence.
Cllr Bone welcomed those present to the meeting.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Hoskins and Cllr T Stephens and these were considered and accepted.

4.	To receive declarations of interest and consideration of any requests for dispensation.
There were no interests to declare or requests for dispensation.

5.	To co-opt onto the Parish  Council Mrs Jennifer Pitcher
Cllr  Bayley proposed Mrs Jennifer Pitcher be co-opted onto the Parish Council, seconded by Cllr Bone and carried.

6.	Clerk to receive signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office from Mrs Pitcher
The Clerk received the signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office from Cllr Pitcher.

7.	To confirm and accept the minutes of the Annual meeting held on Tuesday 4th August 2026
The minutes had been circulated. Cllr  Hollings proposed the minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Bayley and carried.  Cllr Bone signed the minutes.

[bookmark: page3R_mcid18][bookmark: page3R_mcid17]8.	To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of  August  (not on the agenda).
There were no matters arising from the minutes.

Public Participation Period
A resident present asked about the Bintree Relief In Need Charity.  He was given a description about the Charity and told a meeting will be taking place soon between the Charity Trustees and members of the Parish Council, hopefully in November.  The hedge along Church Lane needs cutting and the land owner will be contacted about getting it cut.  He spoke about the fact that there is no bus shelter on the A1067 road, as he uses the stop for the X29 bus.  The subject of whether it will be possible to get a bus shelter sited there will be investigated with Highways.

9.	To discuss any correspondence received.
As requested,  the Clerk has sent a letter to Mr Wilkinson, the Landlord of the Bintree Oak Pub  to gauge his thoughts on the idea of having a Bottle Bank at the pub but has not received a reply yet.
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10.	To discuss the electricity situation and invoices from Npower.
Npower has been informed that the invoices are not going to be paid as it has been confirmed by B.T. that no electricity has been used in the telephone box that houses the defibrillator.

11.	To authorise any necessary Financial Payments.
Cllr Bone proposed the following finances be authorised for payment, seconded by Cllr Bayley, and carried.

Clerk’s net salary for September-October £432.48     HMRC Tax for Sept.-Oct. £108.00
Clerk’s expenses September to October  £60.78         J Fencing/Groundscape  inv. No 2485  £1,500.00
The Community Heartbeat Trust     £198.00

Since the last meeting in August,  a bank charge of £4.25 was paid in August and September amounting to £8.50 and the precept of £3,750.00 was received from Breckland Council.

12	To receive a financial update from the Clerk.
The document had been circulated and no-one had any questions regarding it.

13.	To discuss any further  ideas on the subject of  a Village Fete and Church events 
A Coffee Morning will be taking place with crafts being sold and a Tombola for people to participate with.  There will also be a Christmas Carol Concert later in the year.   The date for next year’s Summer Fete has yet to be decided upon.

14.	To discuss any Planning Issues, if any
PL/2026/1403/HOU  37 The Street,  proposed side and front extensions, including a porch to the existing dwelling with associated works. The Parish Council has no objections to this planning application.
Amendment to PL/2025/1948/FMIN – amendments to approved opening/operational hours for café and farm shop.  The Clerk will investigate what the changes to the opening and operational hours are.

15.	To gather concerns with Highways around the village, inc. road sweeping.
Norfolk County Council are resurfacing the pavement on The Street.  At Mill Road and The Street junction a request has been made to Norfolk County Council to lower the kerb but the situation is on-going.
.
16.	To discuss Footpaths
Regarding the path from Twyford to Foulsham, the gate has been removed.  The bridge that goes over the stream is overgrown.  The gates could not be used by anyone with a disability so this is being looked into. 

17.	To receive an update on the  new play equipment situation, if possible
The play equipment work is nearly completed now.  The litter bin has yet to be replaced.  Only one cradle seat has been replaced so far but the other one will be replaced soon.

18.       To discuss any update re speeding through the village, especially where it changes from 60 mph. to 30 m.p.h. 
The Parish Council feels that the speed should be lowered from 60 m.p.h. to 30 m.p.h. from the A1067 down to The Street and then down to 20 m.p.h. through the village.  Norfolk County Council will be contacted to see if anything can be done about this.
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19.	To submit any questions to the County Councillor, Paul Carr, if he is present 
As Cllr Carr was not present, no questions could be asked.

20.	To submit any questions to Dist. Cllr Gordon Bambridge, if he is present.
As Cllr Bambridge was not present, no questions could be asked.

21.	To receive items for the next agenda.
To discuss the grass cutting quotes.
To set the precept for 2027/2028.

22.	To confirm date, time and venue of the next Parish Council meeting. 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 24th November at 7.00 p.m. in Bintree Parish Church.
 .
There being no further business to discuss, Cllr Bone declared the meeting closed at 9.00 p.m. and thanked everyone for their attendance.

……………………………………………………                          ……………………………
Chairman                                                                                             Date

