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DRAFT      Minutes of the Bintree Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 12th November 2025  at 7.00p.m. in  The Baptist Church, Foulsham   
Councillors Present:-           Cllr T Stephens, Cllr C Bone, , Cllr L Hollings, Cllr G Holmes,
                                             Cllr J Hoskins and Cllr J Bayley

 Other Members Present: -   4 members of the public Mrs G Hubbard, Clerk 

1.	Welcome by the Chairman and to consider accepting apologies for absence.
Cllr Hoskins welcomed those present to the meeting There were   apologies receive from Mr Adrian Moth, a Trustee of the Bintree Relief In Need Charity. Cllr Hoskins said it was excellent to now have  a full quota of Parish Councillors and also representation from both the village charities at the meeting.
2.	To receive declarations of interest and consideration of any requests for dispensation.
Nothing to declare.

3.	To confirm and accept the minutes of the  meeting held on 24th September 2025.
The minutes had been circulated. Cllr Holmes  proposed the minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Hollings  and carried.  Cllr Hoskins signed the minutes.

[bookmark: page3R_mcid18][bookmark: page3R_mcid17]4.	To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of September (not on the agenda).
There were no matters arising.

Public Participation Period
Mr Frost discussed item no 20 regarding the playing field.  Mr Westbrook was involved in discussions regarding item no 23, the Bintree Relief In Need Charity.

5.	To discuss any correspondence received.
A donation request from Brave Futures had been received.  This will go onto the January agenda.
Cllr Borrett had circulated his November report and it discussed the opportunity to get some tree packs.  At the next meeting the Parish Councillors will attend with an estimate of what is needed for the village.
The Clerk had received an email from Kickstart Norfolk asking if their Community Car Scheme would be useful for the village.  The Parish Council thought there could be a need but it would not be possible to say what sort of a need would be required, so the Clerk will respond to Kickstart with that comment.

6.	To authorise any necessary Financial Payments.
Cllr Stephens proposed the following finances be authorised for payment, seconded by Cllr Hollings, and carried.

Clerk’s net salary for October/November  £418.60    Clerk’s expenses Oct./Nov. £141.59
HMRC Tax for October and November   £104.60             J Fencing (Groundscape) £900.00 
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7.	To receive a financial update from the Clerk.
The document had been circulated and no-one had any questions regarding it.

8.	To set the precept for 2026 – 2027
Cllr Bone proposed the precept be set at £7,500.00, seconded by Cllr Hoskins and carried.

9.	To discuss any Planning Issues. 
PL/2025/1625//SCR Valley Farm Poultry Unit, Yarrow Road.
The application is for 2 more sheds to assess the environmental impact assessment.  The Parish Council agrees it should have an environmental impact assessment.

10.	To discuss the Breckland Local Plan Update – application nearby for 75 houses.
Breckland Council have done their assessment of major sites and have not allocated the site in Bintree for 75 more houses, nor for the application for a development on Sexton’s land in Billingford. The Breckland Local Plan is now open for consultation and there is a meeting on 2nd December at 5.30pm at the Council offices in Dereham, for local Parish Councillors to attend.  The Robertson Barracks project is an issue for the future, as it is allocated on the Plan as one of the “strategic sites”.
11.	To gather concerns with Highways around the village, inc. road sweeping
Update on potholes down Yarrow Road.  There are 3 areas that have pot hole problems and Norfolk County Council have been informed of this.
Regarding road sweeping, leaf debris can cause a problem.  The road sweepers will not knock on resident’s doors and ask them to move their cars.  If they did, that would be very helpful.  Cllr Bone will contact Norfolk Couty Council again about this.

Update on blocked drain outside Bintree Oak Pub.  The drains are now all fine.

12.	To discuss Cutting of the hedgerow
Groundscape will be asked to deal with this.  There are issues on the Church graveyard side but the grass cutter will not be able to deal with it.  The grave stones are now covered up.

13.	To discuss footpaths.
Norfolk County Council will be emailed about the footpath at Foulsham.  A sign should be put up.  One gate is rotten and a new gate is needed.  Also, the bridge is rotten.

14.	To receive update on Norfolk Roadside Reserves (if possible).
They are not needed but they will remain.

15.	To receive update from  Cllr Stephens re  the Twyford Wetland Area (if possible).
There was nothing to report on this matter.  It will go on the January agenda.

16.	To discuss the Parish bids for funding from Norfolk County  Council.
The Parish Council does not feel it has any project that would benefit from this scheme.

17.	To adopt the Data Protection Privacy Notice and the IT Policy
Cllr Stephens proposed these documents be adopted, seconded by Cllr Hollings and carried.
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18.	To discuss the implications of Assertion no 10 on the AGAR next year.
The Clerk explained that on the AGAR form next year there will be an addition question, referenced as Assertion 10.  The Parish Council will need to have an I.T. Policy in place, in order to answer ‘yes’ so that is why the clerk created one.  There will also be the need to have an email ending gov.uk and she will also deal with that.

19.	To discuss the update regarding training for new Parish Councillors
Cllr L Hollings and Cllr J Bayley are going to look at the Norfolk Parish Training and Support website to find out what dates training is available for new Parish Councillors.

20.	To discuss the play equipment om the playing field and update re grants for obtaining new.
The play equipment is very old and is in desperate need of refurbishment.  The company NGF Play Ltd. have provided a quote to Mr Frost and it is about £9,000.00.  He is trying to obtain a grant through Awards For All Big Lottery. Mr  Frost may consider putting in more play equipment and asking for the maximum grant.
The banking problems are sorted out at last. 
Some members of the public think it is acceptable to walk their dogs on the playing field but not to go near the play equipment. However , this is not what the playing fields were created for. Another sign will be erected om the playing field saying No Dogs Are Allowed Anywhere On The Playing Field.  
There is a need for more Trustees so Mr Frost can receive some help running things.  An appeal will be put on the website.
21.	To discuss the Village Green status of the Paddock.
The village green paddock is a piece of agricultural land but it is not a Village Green. It is owned by the Bintree Relief in Need charity.  So, it does not have village green status, but the trustees are going to apply for that to change. In the meantime, it is open to the village to use as a recreational space. The grass cutting is organised by the Parish Council. There is  always a threat of flooding, because it takes so much run-off from the surrounding area. At the moment the ditches are clear, and so we should avoid any problems.
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22.	To receive an update from a Trustee regarding the Bintree Relief In Need Charity.
One of the Trustee had sadly died recently and the Secretary had left the village, but now there is a Secretary and the winter payments to those on the list have been paid. Most of them were made by BACS but a few did receive a cheque.  At the moment there is a large amount of money in the current account and it will soon be invested again.  The only source of money for the last two years has been the bank interest, which has been very small, and the income from two long-term leases on plots of land.  The charity is limited to where it can invest.  The Parish Council thanked Mrs Hubbard for all her hard work in relation to the charity.  The Trustees of the charity are not all that knowledgeable regarding the names of the residents of Bintree village because this was information that Mr Langford had, and he has sadly passed away.  Effort will be made to discover what residents would qualify for the winter payment.  Mr Bertea explained to a resident, present at the meeting, what the responsibilities of a Trustee are.  The resident will attend the next Charity meeting to decide if he wishes to join the charity by becoming a Trustee. 
23.	To receive items for the next agenda.
Annual consideration of charitable requests.
24.	To set date, time and venue of the next Parish Council meeting in January 2026.
The next meeting will take place on Thursday 29th 2026 at 7.00 p.m. in  Foulsham Baptist Church.  There being no further business to discuss, Cllr Bone declared the meeting closed at 9.15 p.m. and thanked everyone for their attendance.



……………………………………………………                          ……………………………
Chairman                                                                                             Date





