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Minutes of the Bintree Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 29th January  2026 at 7.00 p.m. in  The Baptist Church, Foulsham.    
Councillors Present:-           Cllr C Bone,  Cllr L Hollings, Cllr G Holmes, Cllr J Westbrook,
                                             Cllr J Hoskins and Cllr J Bayley

 Other Members Present: -   County Cllr Bill Borrett, 1 member of the public and 
                                              Mrs G Hubbard, Clerk 
                                                           
1.	Welcome by the Chairman and to consider accepting apologies for absence.
Cllr Hoskins welcomed those present to the meeting There were apologies receive from Cllr T Stephens and these were accepted. 
2.	To receive declarations of interest and consideration of any requests for dispensation.
There was nothing to declare.

3.	To co-opt onto the Parish Council Mrs Julie Westbrook
Cllr  Hoskins proposed Mrs Westbrook for the position of Parish Councillor, seconded by Cllr Bayley and carried.

4.	To receive from Mrs Westbrook the signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
The Clerk received the signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office form from Mrs Westbrook.

5.	To confirm and accept the minutes of the  meeting held on 12th November 2025.
The minutes had been circulated. Cllr Bayley  proposed the minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Bone and carried.  Cllr Hoskins signed the minutes.

[bookmark: page3R_mcid18][bookmark: page3R_mcid17]6.	To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of November (not on the agenda).
There were no matters arising.

Public Participation Period
Breckland Council has written to all Parish Councils asking if there is any land in the parishes that is suitable for the Parish Council to own.  This is an opportunity for the Parish Council to own the land that would currently belong to Breckland Council.  Cllr Bone said there is one small piece of land that might be worth considering. 

In March everyone will know what the result will be regarding the proposed changes and whether it will consist of three or one single unitary.  The County Council elections may not take place in May but Cllr Borrett does not want the elections to be cancelled and continues to campaign that they go ahead. 

 Cllr Hoskins discussed with Cllr Borrett the question of the local plan if Breckland Council was not in existence and the development at Swanton Morley was discussed.
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7.	To discuss any correspondence received.
Letter from Cllr Holmes resigning from the Parish Council.  Cllr Hoskins thanked her for all the hard work she has done for the Parish and the Parish Council, during her time on the Parish Council, which was several years.  She will be very much missed.
Enquiry from Gemma Neill regarding a plot in the cemetery.  The Clerk will advise her to contact the Undertaker.

Donation appeal from Brave Futures.  Cllr Bone proposed a donation of £25.00 be sent, seconded by Cllr Bayley and carried.

John Groundscape has been contacted and he said he would put up some fencing.  Regarding the hedging, the first step for a grant is to find out the size and how many metres are required.
The bench in the village is not in good order and it needs to be repaired or replaced.  The suggestion of having some planters around the village was also discussed and the question of having a Village Fete was discussed. 

8.	To authorise any necessary Financial Payments.
Cllr Hoskins proposed the following finances be authorised for payment, seconded by Cllr Bone, and carried.

Clerk’s net salary for December/January £418.60   HMRC Tax  December/January £104.60
Clerk’s expenses for December/January  £40.60     Brave Futures, donation £25.00
Cllr Bone, reimbursement (damage to a private vehicle whilst carrying out a task on behalf of
the Parish Council)  £132.00
 
9.	To receive a financial update from the Clerk.
The document had been circulated and no-one had any questions regarding it.

10.	To discuss annual requests to the Charity and discuss Mr Scott      joining the Bintree Relief In Need Charity as a Trustee.
Cllr Hoskins proposed Mr Scott Westbrook joined the Charity, seconded by Cllr Bone and carried.  At the May meeting  a report regarding the Charity will be presented.

11.	To discuss any Planning Issues. 
PL/2025/1980//DCA Tower Farm, Fakenham Rd, Bintree.  Discharge of conditions 4 and 6 on PL/2025/0893/FMAJ   This was for information only.

12..	To discuss the Breckland Local Plan, if necessary.
This was covered under Public Participation Period.

13.	To gather concerns with Highways around the village, inc. road sweeping
Update on potholes.
Cllr Bone has contacted Norfolk County Council and markings have been put in place but they washed away with the weather.  He has put in another request for them to be repaired, even though the lines are not visible anymore.  Someone will contact Algy’s and ask them why the trees at the property have been taken out.

14.	To discuss the update re Cutting of the hedgerow.
Nothing specific to report on this subject.    The cutting of the hedge does need doing.
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At the corner of Mill Lane and Church Lane, this is no longer cut by Norfolk County Council because they no longer own the land.

15.	To receive an update regarding the footpaths situation. 
There is no update to receive on this matter.  A sign will have to be put up.

16.	To receive update from  Cllr Stephens re  the Twyford Wetland Area (if possible).
There is nothing to report and it will no longer be discussed.

17.	To receive an estimate of how many trees are needed, re Cllr Borrett’s November report.
No trees will be needed.

18.	To discuss the Breckland District Council Community (land) transfer Policy.
This topic had been discussed earlier with Cllr Borrett.  Cllr Hoskins will write to Breckland Council about the Village Green.  The patch of land is rented out to Algy’s.  Pheasants are shot on the field.  It could be useful in the future to own the small piece of land.

18.	To discuss the update regarding training for new Parish Councillors.
There are now four new Parish Councillors and training with Norfolk Parish Training and Support will be looked into.

19.	To discuss the update regarding grants for obtaining new play equipment.
An application for funding from a grant has been submitted. 
 
20.	To receive items for the next agenda.
To receive an update on the grant situation for new play equipment.
To discuss the idea of a Village Fete, if there is the enthusiasm
To receive an update on new Parish Councillor training.
To discuss the quote from John Groundscape for the extra work required.

21.	To set date, time and venue of the remaining Parish Council meetings in 2026.
The remaining Parish Council meetings will take place as follows:-

Thursday March 26th			Thursday May 28th
Wednesday July 29th			Thursday October 8th
Thursday November 26th
All meetings will take place in The Baptist Church, Foulsham.

There being no further business to discuss, Cllr Hoskins declared the meeting closed at 8.40 p.m. and thanked everyone for their attendance.

……………………………………………………                          ……………………………
Chairman                                                                                             Date

    

