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Minutes of the Bintree Parish Council meeting held on Thursday March 20th 2025  at 7.00 p.m. in  Foulsham Baptist Church, Foulsham
Councillors Present:-          Cllr G Holmes, Cllr C Bone, Cllr J Hoskins and Cllr Stephens
Other Members Present: -   Mrs G Hubbard, Clerk
                                             
1.	Welcome by the Chairman and to consider accepting apologies for absence.
Cllr Hoskins welcomed those present to the meeting. There were  apologies received from Dist. Cllr Gordon Bambridge.
                                                              
2.	To receive declarations of interest and consideration of any requests for dispensation.
None were received.

3.	To confirm and accept the minutes of the  meeting held on 27th January 2025.
The minutes had been circulated. Cllr Hoskins proposed the minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Stephens
 and carried.

[bookmark: page3R_mcid18][bookmark: page3R_mcid17]4.	To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of January (not on the agenda).
Down Mill Lane there used to be 2 posts and another 2 posts at The Mill.  They are about 5’ tall.  Cllr Bone thinks a post has been removed.  The ‘roadside nature reserves’ were discussed. The Clerk will send an email to Matt Lines at Highways asking for a response to the questions Cllr Borrett said he was going to ask him.

Public Participation Period
No public were present.

5.	To discuss any correspondence received.
The Clerk had received an email from a resident, who wished to bring to the attention of the Parish Council, the concerns she had regarding problems with the play equipment.  She said the bench is coming apart, there are splinters and nails on the big climbing frame, handles at the top  of the climbing  frame are wobbly and the zip line is slack.  The Clerk was asked to report these issues to Mr. Frost.

6.	To authorise any necessary Financial Payments.
Cllr Holmes proposed the following financial transactions be authorised for payment, seconded by Cllr Bone and carried:-

Clerk’s net salary for Feb/ March  £405.68     Clerk’s expenses for Feb/March  £48.98
HMRC Tax for Feb/March   £101.20 
Norfolk Parish Training &n Support Subs. £60.00

7.	To receive a financial update from the Clerk.
The financial update had been circulated and no one had any questions regarding the document.  
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8.	To discuss the grass cutting situation.
Groundscape has the contract and it will be carrying out the first cut next week.

9.	To discuss any Planning Issues.
There were no planning applications to discuss.

10.	To receive an update on the defibrillator project – training.
No training is deemed necessary and the defibrillator is regularly checked.

11.	To discuss Highways Matters.
To gather any current concerns with highways around the village.
At the last meeting Cllr Borrett suggested that some pictures be taken and sent to him.  The pot holes have now been dealt with.  Cllr Bone is going to telephone regarding Church Lane as there are a few pot holes down that lane.  There is a culvert that needs dealing with and it will be dealt with soon.  Cllr Bone is very proactive with trying to get the highways issues dealt with.
12.	To discuss footpaths.
Years ago, discussions had taken place regarding the idea of lowering the speed limit down to 30 m.p.h.  through the village.  Cllr Hoskins thought it would be useful to have a conversation with Algys Farm  regarding having a footpath.

The idea of having a SAM2 speed sign was discussed.  The Clerk will investigate whether Elsing and Foulsham may be interested in joining Bintree Parish Council in purchasing one.

There was nothing further to report regarding the footpath access issue concerning the footpath going to Foulsham.  By the end of March information should be available.

13.	To discuss the Parish Council’s response to the Council’s Devolution Debate.
The Parish Councillors had an in-depth discussion regarding the idea of the devolution.  They decided they will respond to the consultation.

14.	To discuss the lights on the playing field situation.
There are no longer any problems on this subject.  The Parish Council has informed the parents of the problem of not having applied for planning permission.

15.	To discuss  need for additional Parish Councillors.
Cllr Holmes will approach a resident who she thinks may be interested in joining the Parish Council.  So, she will invite her to come to the May meeting.  Cllr Holmes will also organise a Coffee Morning, at which there may be people who she can approach regarding joining the Parish Council.
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16.	To receive items for the next agenda.
To elect the Chairman of the Parish Council for the forthcoming year.
To elect the Vice Chairman of the Parish Council for the forthcoming year.
To adopt the end of year accounts.
To discuss with Dist. Cllr Bambridge the Twyford Wetland Area

17.	To set date, time and venue of the next Parish Council meeting.
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 28th May 2025 at 7.30 p.m. in Bintree Church, Bintree.  It will be preceded at 700 p.m. by the Annual Parish Meeting. There being no further business to discuss, Cllr Hoskins declared the meeting closed at 8.30 p.m. and thanked everyone for their attendance.



……………………………………………………                          ……………………………
Chairman                                                                                             Date





